No. 3. Owen Core.

This song was first published by Hardiman, and the best way to introduce it here is to give
his words. “The ironical song or mock-elegy which follows is an old favourite in Iar-
Connaught. It has been attributed to MacSweeney (for whom see 1lar-Connaught,” p. 283),
but improperly, for it is now ascertained to be the production of a cotemporary bard of perhaps
superior powers, the late Bichard Barrett, a native of Erris in Mayo ; and every Irish reader will,
we think, be gratified at finding it preserved here. It is entitled JEoghan C6ir, which may be
paraphrased ‘ Owen, the honest and humane.” This hero is still remembered as one of the most
rapacious land agents of his time. Eor poignancy of wit and felicity of expression, these few
stanzas have seldom been excelled.  Mr. Knight, in his account of Erris, Dublin, 1836, 8vo.,
describes Barrett as a man of real genius, though entirely unknown to the world. His humorous
compositions in Irish were exceedingly pleasant, generally ironically satirical: he extravagantly
praised those for qualities of which they had the opposites.”  (Hardiman’s Edition of O’Elaherty’s
“ Iar-Connaught,” p. 292.)

The air is now published for the first time. About twenty years ago a young national teacher
from Mayo lent me a music book containing a great number of beautiful Irish airs, extremely well
written, and nearly all belonging to Connaught, which had been copied in a district on the shore
of Lough Conn. Among these airs I found the present one, and copied it with many others.

Both air and song are well known to this day all over Connaught; and I heard it sung two
years ago in Bray by a gentleman from the county Galway. It was a favourite song with the
late patriotic Archbishop of Tuam, the Most Bev. Dr. MacHale, who sang it with great animation
and spirit when he found himself in congenial company.

I may be permitted to use Hardiman’s words by saying that every Irish reader—and especi
ally every Irish reader belonging to Connaught—will be gratified to see both words and air
printed here, and the air, in all probability, preserved from extinction.
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6g §mi Coip. Honest Owen.
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nib-puit. A-jinn-ne a n-iong-had, O cAit-teAb,pAp-Aoip! CogAn coip.
DAoi-ne bocc’ eit-e niop ppiG leip bote - eAtoe’n c-pt-bin Got.
3, Ca Ancoine O"AbAin AS cAomeAb, 4. bub po TNAIU Ag COgbAlt AH CIOpA 6
Ip ni SeAgAn O’bAoigitt a b-pAG but) beAg Aige mi no bo,
beo, go n-uiotcAib An bo Aip An aohac,
O CAltteAG A Jj-CApAIG pAll G-Cip pO 110 An 510CA go bibeAb ’pAn c-peot.
'Se G-pAgpAib a 5-cporoepAoi bpon ; ’Se GubAipc SeAmup pheAGAip tine
An AnACAip CACAip niop pineAb, TtlAbAlg,
’S e meApAim, pA tiAg ni poo, Ip e Ag AgAipc Aip Ttig nA n-Geop,
Aom neAc bub liieApA oo’n Gfp-pe X)o peip inAp bi peipion go bAOinib
Iona An Guinebocc maol, CogAn Coip. gup Ab AiritAib beib ChpiopcA bo.

5. Aon AguppeAcc AnnpA tine,

Agup occ go cup piop pAoi bo,

Cpi. gtAC pe-pion ceag te ha GAOine
Agup niop tAbAip pe 5105 niop mo.

Ca pe GeApbcA, pgpiobcA,
Snp CAtAm ip cpioc jac beo,

Ip corn pAG aY beibmiG YAl c-pAogAt po
Ca mipoe buinn bpAon beAg G'ot.



